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CITIZEN  PETHIOK 


I 


JL  HE  firft  years  of  Monf.  Pethion's  life  were  'paf- 
fed  in  the  practice  of  the  honourable  functions  of 
the  lowed  clafs  of  attornles,  or  writers  j  moving 
in  fo  humble  a  fphere,  his  talents  were  circum- 
fcribed,  and  few  individuals  reaped  thofe  benefits 
firom  his  genius  which  he  has  lately  extended  to 
all  his  fellow  citizens.  When  Louis  XVI.  liften- 
ing  to  the  complaints  of  his  fubjedts,  called  toge- 
ther the  reprefentatives  of  the  people  to  concert 
•with  them  a  remedy  for  their  wants,  this  hypo- 
crite, with  well  managed  art,  infinuated  himfelf 
into  the  favour  of  the  clergy ;  and  was  by  their 
influence  returned  to  the  firft  National  Alfembly, 
as  member  for  Chartres.  The  adder  fixed  deep 
his  fting  in  the  bofom  that  foftered  him.  The  un- 
relenting 
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relenting  anlmofity  with  which  he  has  fanned  the 
exterminating  fury  of  a  four  years  perfecution  a- 
galnft  this  clafs  of  citizens,  is  a  ftanding  monu- 
ment of  his  gratitude ;  and  the  maffacre  of  fo  ma- 
ny thoufands  of  thefe  unfortunate  men,  which,  du- 
ring this  mayorality  he  connived  at,  and  even  fo- 
mented, has  infcribed  on  it,  in  bloody  chara£ters, 
the  generous  qualities  of  his  heart. 

In  the  firfl:  National  Aflembly,  which  contain- 
ed many  political  luminaries,  many  individuals  of 
virtuous  principles  and  fublime  genius,  Monf.  Pe- 
thion  was  no  ways  confpicuous.  To  raife  him- 
felf  from  the  obfcurity  in  which  he  grovelled,  he 
aflumed  the  character  of  a  violent  republican^  and 
alTociating  himfelf  with  Roberfpierre,  flione  for 
fome  time  with  a  borrowed  light.  After  the 
King  was  /topped  at  Varennes,  and  conduded 
back  to  Paris,  this  vehement  democrate  was  near- 
ly metamorphofed  into  a  courtier,  and  he  himfelf 
pointed  out  to  the  Court  the  place  of  the  Mayor 
of  Paris  as  poffeffing  fufficient  magic  to  operate 
the  miracle.  But  not  long  after,  the  moment  ar- 
rived which  prefented  an  opportunity,  by  the  em- 
bracing of  which,  he  could,  independent  of  the 
court,  and  in  oppofition  to  Fayette,  who  was  a  can- 
didate for  the  office,  feat  himfelf  in  the  place  he 
afpired  to.  The  event  I  allude  to,  is  the  divifion 
which  took  place  in  the  Jacobin  Club,  and  the 

fubfequent 
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fubfequent   feceffion  of  Monf.   Barnave,  the  Le- 
meths,  and  other  leading  members. 

In  confequence  of  this  feparation,  Monf.  Pethlon 
was  left  the   ruler  of  an  affociation   of  men,  who, 
deftitute  of  property  and   of  character,    were  pre- 
pared for    the  execution  of  any  dcfperate  mifchief 
which  their  Cataline  fhould  dJQate  to  them.     As 
the  number  of  aftive  citizens   in  this  famous  club 
did  not   amount  to  aofeo,  vvhicli  was  a  very  fmall 
proportion  of  1 00,000,  which  Paris  contains,  and 
who  of  courfe  had  a  right  to  vote  in  the  eledion  of 
Mayor,  the  mofl  flrenuous  exertions  of  Monf.  Pe- 
thion's  friends  were  necelTary  to  effecl  his  purpofe  ; 
and,  in  this  inftance,  they  gave  that  demondration 
of  their  zeal  and  abilities,  which,  on  every  future 
occafion  they  have  manifefled.     On  the  firft  day 
of  the  eleaion,  they  difperfed  chofen  bands  of  fe- 
ditious  furies  through  all  the  feclions,  who  vocife- 
rated curfes  and  menaces   againfc  any  one   who 
fliould   vote  for  Fayette.     Many   peaceable  inha- 
bitants  were  intimidated  ;  and  out  of  100,000  only 
9500  gave   their  votes,    of  which  4000  were  for 
Fayette,  and  5500  for  Pethlon. 

^  By  thefe  means  he  was  declared  Mayor  of  Pa- 
ris. It  may  not  be  amifs  to  call  to  the  remem- 
brance of  our  readers,  that  the  time  which  this 
great  characler  paffed  in  this  ifland,  was  that  which 
clapfed  after  he  had  concerted  his  meafures  with 

his 
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his  friends  in  Paris,  until  this  eleclion.  During 
his  refidence  here,  he  honoured  feme  gentlemen 
■with  his  friendfliip,  and  the  Revolution  Society 
with  his  prefence.  If  this  obnoxious  planet  has 
left  any  infection  in  this  country,  I  hope  the  fcenes 
of  horror  and  blood,  which,  during  his  reign,  have 
ftairied  France,  will  operate  as  an  antidote  to  the 
poifonous  effefts  ofiiis  vifit. 

Finding  himfelf  now  Mayor  of  Paris,  he  looked 
forward  with  exultation  to  the  accomplifliment  of 
the  diabolical  fcheme  which  his  villainy  had  long 
meditated.  In  the  execution  of  his  plan,  he  pro- 
ceeded with  the  cool  dehberation  of  the  moft  con- 
fummate  hypocrite.  He  did  not  lead  the  rabble 
to  murder  and  pillage ;  but,  by  conniving  at  their 
exceffes,  by  withholding  from  plunderers  and  af- 
faflins  the  rod  entruiled  to  his  hands,  he  raifed  the 
infolence  and  fury  of  the  mob  to  the  pitch  which 
he  thought  neceffHry  for  the  fuccefs  of  his  enter- 
prife.  The  firft  effay  he  made  was  on  the  20th  of 
laft  June  ;  the  horrors  of  that  day  are  ftill  frefh  in 
the  memory  of  every  one,  and  my  heart  would  ra- 
coil  at  the  repetition  of  them.  But  the  throne 
had  been  polluted,  not  overthrown.  Something 
was  therefore  ftill  wanting  to  complete  the  triumph 
of  theie  enemies  of  their  Sovereign,  and  the  peace 
of  fociety;  and  for  this  puipofe  Monf.  Pethion 
fummoned  the  banditties  from  Marfeilles  andBreft 

to 
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to  Pari?,  in  direct  oppofitlon  to  the  orders  of 
the  National  Aflembly.  The  eve  of  the  ever*, 
memorable  loth  of  AuguO-  (an  in'::ehble  IpoL  in 
the  page  of  the  hiftory  of  France',  the  King 
alarmed  at  the  crowds  which  furrounded  the 
Thuilleries,  fent  for  the  trufly  guardian  of  the 
law,  and  imparted  to  him  his  apprehenfions ;  but 
the  hypocrite  aiTured  him  he  could  anfwer  for  the 
peaceable  difpofitions  of  the  people,  and  the  re- 
fpedt  they  had  for  the  lav.s.  Ihe  monarch 
tranquilized  by  his  alTurances,  yielded  himfelf  to 
unfufpe(fling  repofe,  while  the  traitor,  whofe 
duty  it  was  to  have  watched  over  it,  was  mixing 
the  bitter  potion  which  was  next  day  adminillered 
to  him.  As  it  is  not  my  intention  to  write  the 
hiftory  of  that  day,  fo  difgraceful  to  humanity,  I 
fhall  only  touch  upon  the  part  our  hero  acted  in 
the  fatal  tragedy.  When  the  preceding  evening 
he  was  afcending  to  the  King's  apartments,  he 
told  the  furrounding  mob  that  he  had  been  fent  for 
as  an  hoftage,  and  that  they  were  not  therefore  to 
be  furprifed  if  they  did  not  fee  him  return.  In 
order  that  the  mifchief  he  had  thus  fet  on  foot 
might  work  with  fuccefs,  he  returned  from  the 
palace  by  a  back  ftair-cafe,  and  reached  his  home 
uuperceived.  The  next  day,  having  concerted  his 
plan  with  Brillot,  Chabot,  and  Merlin,  he  permit- 
ted himfelf  to  be  arrefted  by  another  mob,  v/hils 
the  report  of  his  being  aiTalTmated  by  the  Swifs 
Guards  was  induftrioufly  fpread   among  the  peo^ 
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pie*  This  manoeuvre  anfwered  two  purpofes ;  h 
ferved  to  inflame  the  mob,  and  afforded  him  an 
excufe  for  not  attempting  to  Item  the  overwhelm- 
ing torrent.  We  confefs  his  ingenuity  was  al- 
ways great;  and  we  well  remember  that  when 
the  mob  was  bufy  in  pillaging  a  magazine  of  fu» 
gar  belonging  to  a  merchant  in  the  Fauxbourg  St. 
Marceau,  who  had  voted  for  La  Fayette  j  this  vi- 
gilant magiftrate  was  employed  with  the  National 
Guards  in  the  Fauxbourg  St.  Antoine  in  feparat- 
ing  two  men  who  were  quarrelling  for  a  horfe, 
the  property  of  an  ariftocrate.  But  the  day  ap- 
proached to  crown  his  moft  fanguine  wifhes.  The 
conducting  of  an  unfortunate  monarch  and  his 
royal  family  to  a  prifon,  the  expofmg  them  to  the 
impious  derifion  of  a  deluded  rabble,  the  power  of 
infulting  fallen  greatnefs,  afforded  a  delicious  fead 
to  the  ferocious  and  callous  heart  of  this  cruel  re-^ 
publican.  Since  the  confinement  of  the  royal  fa- 
mily, every  outrage  which  could  aggravate  the  un- 
common cruelty  of  their  lot,  every  fling  which 
could  add  frefh  tortures  to  the  poignancy  of  their 
diftrefs,  has  been  applied  by  their  favage  jailor- 
Deprived  of  their  attendants,  whofe  foothing 
friendihip  might  brighten  the  dark  fcene  of  adver- 
fity,  conilrianed  to  fix  their  eyes  on  the  mangled 
bodies  of  their  maffacred  friends,  we  might  have 
imagined  that  every  feeling  had  been  fufficiently 
put, to  the  rack  j  but  this  amiable  man  fuggefted 
new  trials,  which  his  prolific  cruel  invention  de- 

vifed  ; 
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vifed;  and  the  refpe(Sl  for  the  religion  of  their  an- 
ceflors,  which  the  unfortunate  royal  family  enter- 
tained, was  employed  as  an  engine  to  add  to  the 
poignancy  of  their  diftrefs,  and  to  augment  the 
fura  of  their  mifery. 


B2  i:he 


"THE  DUKE  OF  ORLEANS. 
MONSIEUR  L'EGALITE. 


-LJLS  virtue,  when  it  gilds  the  humble  walks  of  life, 
appears  more  amiable  and  interefling  ;  fo  vice  ap- 
pears more  hideous,  from  the  contraft,  when  it  ful- 
lies  and  difgraces  elevated  ftations,  Hiftory  has 
configned  many  monfters  of  cruelty  and  licentiouf- 
ncfs  to  our  horror  and  deteftation  :  But  it  was  re- 
ferved  to  our  days,  to  furnifh  the  world  with  a 
character  on  which  all  the  vices  of  the  human 
hearc  are  heaped,  without  the  fhadow  of  a  fmgle 
virtue ;  and  this  character  is  to  be  found  in  a 
Chriftian  and  civilized  country,  adding  dignity  to 
the  elegant  perfon  of  Monf.  Egalite.  A  bad  fon, 
a  bad  father,  a  bad  hufband,  a  bad  friend,  a  bad  ci- 
tizen, without  one  virtue  of  the  heart  to  conciliate 
our  love  or  efteem  ;  he  has  neither  genius,  forti- 
tude, nor  one  quality  of  the  mind,  to  claim  our  ad- 
miration. A  debauchee  without  feeling  the  paf- 
fion  of  love ;  prodigal  without  generolity  ;  ambi- 
tious without  courage  ;  the  mind  revolts  from  the 
fight  of  this  horrid  carricatura !  And  yet  how  in- 

comprehenfible 
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comprehenfible  are  the  decrees  of  Providence. 
This  man  had  within  his  grafp,  great^^r  blelTin'Ts 
than  the  mod  rigtiteous  man  would  dare  to  aik 
for.  The  cup  over-running  w;th  happinefs  and 
greatnefs  was  prefented  to  his  lip^,  and  he  daihed 
it  with  fcorn  away.  PolTeiTed  of  riches,  which, 
by  relieving  flruggling  worth,  would  have  procur- 
ed him  ^  the  love  and  prayers  of  honefly,  he  has, 
by  converting  them  into  the  means  of  feduclion, 
brought  on  his  head  the  curfes  of  rained  inno- 
cence and  of  weeping  parents ;  enjoying  the 
greateft  power  in  the  State,  he  might  have  ufed  its 
influence  to  have  faved  his  country ;  in  place  of 
doing  fo,  he  meditated  and  contrived  the  deftruc- 
tion  of  his  king,  to  whofe  throne  his  ambition 
beckoned  him,  but  from  which  his  pufiUanimity 
repelled  him  ;  united  to  the  moft  virtuous  and 
moil  amiable  of  women,  happinefs  courted  him 
home,  but  he  flew  from  the  arras  of  l6ve  and  vir- 
tue to  the  embraces  of  infamy  and  debauchery ; 
born  to  have  been  beloved,  happy,  great,  and  vir- 
tuous, he  chofe  to  be  hated,  miferable,  defpifed, 
;ind  criminal. 

In  the  earh'ed  part  of  his  life,  he  felecled  for  his 
alTociates  the  mofl:  notorious  characters  of  the  age 
for  debauchery  and  irreligion.  He  foon  cutfl;rip- 
ped  them  all  in  the  glorious  courfe,  and  left  the 
mofl  experienced  at  a  diflance.  To  lead  ingenuous 
youth  from  the  paths  of  virtue  into  the  road  of 
wickednefs,  to  triumph  in  the  ruin  of  innocence, 
is  a  refinement  on  wickednefs,  which,  I  imagined, 

could 
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could  be  gratifying  only  to  the  malice  of  the  great 
tempter  of  mankind.  It  was,  however,  a  fatisfac- 
tion  flattering  to  the  ambition,  and  delightful  to 
the  heart  of  the  Duke  of  Orleans.  Hiftorical  juf- 
tice  forces  me  to  unfold  a  tale,  the  horror  of  which 
harrows  my  foul.  His  brother-in-law,  fon  to  the 
Duke  of  Penthievre,  was  endowed  with  principles 
of  virtue  and  religion,  which  were  nourifhed  and 
flrengthened  by  the  piety  and  example  of  his 
parents.  Early  in  life  he  was  united  in  wedlock 
to  the  late  unfortunate  Princefs  de  Lamballe  ;  but 
the  tendernefs  of  their  ages  did  not  permit  them  to 
live  together.  On  his  demife  the  great  eftates  he 
was  to  inherit  from  his  father,  devolved  on  the  ci- 
devant  Due  D'Orleans,  in  right  of  his  wife.  Here 
then  was  an  obje<St  worthy  the  cupidity  of  this 
monfter  and  all  his  artswere  employed,  alas,  too 
fuccefsfully,  to  crop  this  flower  ere  it  bloffomed  ! 
The  young  Prince  de  Lamballe,  not  as  yet  in  his 
fifteenth  year,  baffled  for  a  time  all  the  allurements 
of  his  tempter  ;  but  the  cruel  fiend  found  him  in 
a  weak  unguarded  moment,  and  prefented  to  his 
paflion  the  form  of  beauty.  The  unhappy  youth 
imbibed,  from  the  charms  his  generous  friend  had 
procured  him,  a  loathfome  diflemper  :  and  the 
fame  friend  having  fent  to  his  afliftance  his  own 
phyfician,  the  young  Prince  in  a  few  days  fell  a 
vi£tim,  as  was  generally  imagined,  to  avarice.  The 
cruel  deftiny  of  a  youth  univerfally  beloved  and 
efteemed,  the  tears. of  a  virgin  widow,  excited  the 
compaflion,  and  enkindled   the  indignation  of  all 
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who  were  acquainted  with  the  hiilory.  The  poign- 
ards  of  hired  aflafiins  have  freed  Monf.  Egalite 
from  the  conftant  reproach  the  unfortunate  Prin- 
cefs  de  Lamballe  living  offended  him  with,  but  the 
waters  of  Lethe  cannot  wafii  out  the  damned  fpot. 

The  implacable  hatred  which  he  has  manifefted 
againft  his  king,  and  the  virulence  with  which  he 
has  joined  the  favage  perfecutors  of  his  queen,  are 
not  to  be  folely  afcribed  to  his  afpiring  ambition. 
When  the  beautiful  Marie  Antoinette  was  as  yet 
Dauphincfs  of  France,  and  Ihining  in  the  fplendour 
of  united  attractions,  our  gallant  made  a  proffer 
to  her  of  his  perfon.  Oh,  monftrous  thought, 
more  mad  than  his  ambition  !  1  do  not  pretend  to 
enter  the  lifts  as  the  knight  of  this  unfortunate 
beauty  ;  but  whatever  impeachment  may  be  af- 
fixed on  her  conjugal  fidelity,  Ihe  rejected  with 
contempt  the  odious  love  of  this  degraded  liber- 
tine ;  and  even  reported  it  to  her  hufband,  who 
upbraided  his  coufm  with  his  bafenefs :  Hence  his 
refentment ;  hence  his  hoitility  to  his  ibvereign. 
Having  raifed  a  confiderable  loan  in  Holland  for 
the  accomplifhment  of  his  views,  it  is  a  matter  of 
notoriety,  that  the  great  Revolution  of  178^9,  was 
aided  and  forwarded  by  the  diftribution  of  his 
treafures.  The  firff  blow  being  flruck  with  fuc- 
cefs,  he  had  not  the  courage  to  afcend  the  height 
he  looked  up  to  with  defire,  and  with  envy.  If 
his  cowardice  had  not  been  ftill  ffronger  than  his 
wickednefs,   I  believe   there  is  but  little  room   to 
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doubt,  but  that  France,  inftead  of  being  ruled  by 
a  Convention  of  Tyrants,  would  have  been  go- 
verned by  a  fingle  Heliogabalus.  But  he  dared 
not  what  he  would ;  and,  on  the  6th  of  Oftober 
1789,  when  a  hired  and  directed  p®pulace  alTaulted 
the  palace  of  Verfailles  in  the  dreary  hour  of  night, 
he  was  trembling  in  difguife,  and  pointed  to  the 
mob  the  fccret  paflages  leading  to  the  apartments 
of  the  royal  family. 

That  night  would  in  all  probability  have  proved 
the  term  of  the  fufferings  of  Louis  and  his  unfor- 
tunate family,  if  the  loyalty  and  valour  of  fome  of 
the  Gardes  du  Corps  had  not,  by  the  generous  fa- 
crifice  of  their  hvcs,  afforded  them  time  to  fave 
themfelves  from  the  criminal  attempt.  This  con- 
fpiracy  having  proved  abortive,  from  the  cowardice 
of  Monfieur  Egalite,  he  became  the  obje£l  of  in- 
dignation to  all  virtuous  citizens,  and  of  contempt 
to  thofc  of  his  own  faflion.  His  injured  monarch, 
before  whofe  prefence  he  had  the  impudence  to 
appear,  ftruck  him  a  blow  in  public  ;  and  Mira- 
beau,  with  curfes  on  a  man  whom  he  defcribed  as 
always  holding  a  piftol  loaded  with  crime,  and 
cocked,  without  daring  to  pull  the  triger  (D'Or- 
leans  bande  toujours  le  crime  mais  il  n*©fe  pas  le 
tirer)  abandoned  him  to  his  fordid  fate.  Ruined 
in  his  finances,  hated  and  defpifed,  he  fought  for 
ihelter  in  this  illand  :  but  guilt  and  (hame  purfued 
him,  and  the  difdain  with  which  he  was  received 
by  all  ranks  of  people,  and  even  by  his  former  af.? 
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fociates,  afferds  us  the  confolatory  refieclion,   that 
though    many   errors   may  have  clouded  the'dawn 
of  a  life  Britons  look  to  with  anx.'ety,  yet  the  love 
of  virtue  is  flill  predominant,  and  promifes  to  cheer 
and  illumine  its  future  courfe  ;  it  creates  in  our  bo- 
loms   the  comfortable  thought,  that  whatever  dif- 
ference of  feniiment  or  of  political  views  agitates  the 
fenate,  and  divides  the  people,  rebellion  i^  univer- 
fally   odious :    and   that  there  is   a  fund  of  public 
virtue  and  of  knic   in    this  nation  to  baffle  the  at- 
tacks of  intereired  demagogues,  and  to  render  vain 
and  imporent  the  attempts  of  Englifli  or  Scots  Ja* 
cobins. 

The  virtuous  daughter  of  the  Duke  de  Pen- 
thievre  had  long  fuffered  in  filent  grief,  the  infults 
which  a  man  fo  unworthy  of  her  merits  had  heap- 
ed upon  her ;  but  during  the  courfe  of  lail  winter 
fhe  was  legally  feparated  from  him.  In  the  edu- 
cation of  her  children  fhe  had  found  fome  confbla- 
tion  in  her  diftrclTes  ;  bu:  the  cruel  father  tore 
from  her  embraces  a  darling  daughter,  whofe  com- 
pany enlivened  the  gloom  of  her  foiitude.  To  add 
/till  more  poignancy  to  the  feparation,  he  fent  her 
to  this  country,  under  the  care  of  a  certain  Ma- 
dame S y,  the   wife  of  a  noted  Jacobin,  and 

who  endeavours  to  inculcate  the  principles  of  that 
club  in  the  tender  bofom  of  her  pupil.  To  pre- 
vent his  daughter  from  futfeiing  from  the  late  de- 
cree of  the  National  Convention  againCl  emigrants, 
a  petition  became  neceflar)-,  and  the  virtuous  mem- 

C  bers 
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bers  of  that  auguft  body  appear  inclined  to  grant 
an  exemption  in  favour  of  the  family  of  a  man, 
whofe  fentiments  and  principles  arc  fo  congenial 
to  thofe  of  the  honourable  citizens  who  now  con- 
duct the  affairs,  and  adminifter  the  government  of 
that  devoted  country.  They  feem  difpofed  not  to 
extend  to  the  daughter  of  our  hero,  that  fevere 
and  rigorous  a6l,  produced  and  dictated  by  a  wifti 
to  fliare  in  the  fpoils  of  the  unfortunate  fufferers ; 
which  involves  within  the  confequsnces  of  its  op- 
prefTive  cruelty  and  baneful  injuftice,  even  thofe, 
who  by  a  timely  and  neceffary  flight  from  France, 
faved  themfelves  from  being  amongft  the  number 
of  the  vifiims  of  thofe  melancholy  and  difgraceful 
mafiacres,  which  have  been  condemned  and  repro- 
bated by  this  inconfiflent  Affembly. 

"With  a  view  of  gaining  the  favour  of  the  popu- 
lace, when  he  flood  candidate  for  a  feat  in  that  au- 
guft; body,  which  was  to  be  inftituted  for  the  pur 
pofe  of  erecting  a  new  conftitution  in  the  room  of 
that  which,  only  a  few  months  before,  all  France 
had  approved  of  and  fan6tioned,  and  which  every 
inhabitant  of. that  country  had  folemnly  fworn  to 
maintain  and  defend,  this  virtuous  nobleman 
changed,  his  name  to  that  of  Mr.  Equality  ;  and, 
no  doubt,  by  means  of  this  magic  fpell,  flatters  him- 
felf  with  the  hope  of  attaining  future  political 
power  and  pre-eminence  in  a  country,  where  vice 
is  now  triumphant,  and  viriueabafhed. 

MONSIEUR 
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JMoNs.  Brissot,  known  before  the  Revolution  by 
the  name  of  BrifTot  de  Warville,  entered  upon  the 
ftage  of  public  life  in  England,  as  the  confidant  and 
companion  of  the  unfortunate  La  Motte,who  was 
executed  during  lad  war  as  a  fpy.     Fate  preferved 
"Warville  for  more  renowned  exploits.      Abfence 
of  mind  is  a  failing  incident  to  men  of  great  ge- 
nius, and  Monf.  BrilTot  was  fo  fubjecl  to  it,  that  he 
frequently  rniftook  his    neighbour's   pockets  for 
his  own.     This    fmgularity   expofed   him   to  the 
purfuits  of  the  police  officers,  and  obliged   him   to 
retire  from  a  country  in  which,  contrary  to   his 
principles,  property  is  protected,  and  the  invaders 
of  it  profecuted.      He  next  vifited  Switzerland,  and 
commenced  author,  by  the  publication  of  two  ce- 
lebrated pamphlets,  namely,  Theorie  du  Vol,  and 
Apologie  du  Vol:  Theory  of  Robbery,  and  an  A- 
pology  for  Robbery.      But  wifhing  to  reduce  his 
theory  into  practice ;  and  not  finding  the  Swifs  fa- 
tisfied  with  his  apology,  he   quitted  a  foil,  which 
did  not  promife  an  abundant  harveft,  and  came  to 
Paris  in  the  year  1779.     Difcouraged  by   the  ill 
fuccefs  he  had  met  with  in  the  profeffion  he  had 
hitherto  followed,  he  offered  his  fervices  to  Monf. 
C2  le 
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le  Noir  *,  the  then  minifter  of  the  police,  and  was 
regiftered  al  his  office  for  a  penfion  of  Soo  livres 
a-year,  as  his  falary  for  officiating  in  (he  depart- 
ment of  a  fpy,  employed  by  the  French  govern- 
ment. From  the  knowledge  he  had  acquired  of 
the  Engliili  language,  the  French  miniftry  judged 
he  might  be  ufeful  to  them  in  America,  and  fent 
him  there  in  this  charader.  Acquiring,  by  the  re- 
commendation he  had  from  feveral  French  gentle- 
men to  their  friends,  an  opportunity  of  obfervingthe 
country,  he  publiflied  his  hiflory  of  North  Ame- 
rica ;  a  work  which,  though  it  contains  many 
fabricated  anecdotes  of  the  Englifli,  and  a  falfe 
ftatement  of  their  army,  is  not  deftitute  of  merit, 
and  is  certainly  the  beft  of  his  hterary  productions. 

Since 

*  Briffot  admits  of  this  fa£l ;  but  he  will  not  allow  that  he 
received  this  penfion  as  a  fpy  j  he  fays,  it  was  a  fop  thrown 
out  to  Cerberus,  and  given  to  him  not  to  write  againrt  govern- 
ment. This,  however,  does  not  accord  very  well  with  the 
defcription  of  the  old  goverrunent,  as  it  fceras  the  cuftom 
prevailed,  in  that  time,  of  rewarding  libellers  and  feditious 
vrriters  with  a  chamber  in  the  Eaftile.  Wallowing  in  the 
opulence  acquired  by  injullice  and  villainy,  Briflbt  will  pro- 
bably difdain  any  fhare  of  the  paltry  fum  of  two  millions  of 
livres,  upwards  of  80,000 1.  Sterling,  which,  on  the  motion  of 
one  of  the  party,  was  lately  voted  by  the  Convention  to  be 
difpofed  of,  "in  rewards  and  penfions,  to  be  diftributed  by  the 
prefent  virtuous  miniftry  of  France.'  Were  fuch  a  penfion  to 
be  publiflied,  what  room  would  there  be  for  the  virtuou5  com- 
plaining at  the  rewards  heaped  upon  vice  and  infamy.  Small 
abufes  will  exill  under  the  bell:  of  governments  )  but,  alas  I  by 
fuch  a  change  how  would  abufes  multiply  I 
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Since  the  conclufion  of  the  war,  he  has  paid  two 
vifits  to  England  ;  but  the  impreffion  his  talenta 
had  made,  not  being  effaced,  and  meeting  wuh  fe- 
veral  of  his  acquaintance  whofe  prefeiice  was 
troublefome  to  him,  his  flay  here  was  very  Ihort. 
On  his  return  to  France,  government  fufpeding 
him  to  aft  in  the  double  capacity  of  fpy  a^ainft 
France  as  well  as  for  it,  furnifhed  him  with  a 
lodging  for  a  fhort  time  in  the  Baitile  *. 

In  the  year  1788,  the  period  of  the  difputes  be- 
tween the  court  and  the  parliament,  and  of  the 
troubles  in  the  affembly  of  the  dates  of  Biiitany 
and  Dauphiny,  he  was  employed  by  INlonfieur  de 
Brienne,  the  then  prime  minifler  of  France,  to  infi- 
nuate  himfelf  into  the  confidence  of  Monfieur  Meu- 
nier,  La  Fayette,  and  feveral  other  gentlemen  fnppot 
ed  to  be  adverfe  to  the  miniftcr.  When  m  Ameri- 
ca he  made  himfelf  a  Quaker,  and  has  ever  fmce 
affecVed  the  fimpllcity  of  their  manners  and  drefs. 
Monfieur  Voltaire,  the  apoftle  of  the  French,  hav- 
ing beflowed  great  eulogiums  on  this  feft,  it  Is 
held  in  the  higheft  veneration  amongfl  them. 
Although  in  his  incendiary  writings,  and  inflam- 
matory fpeeches,  he  recommends  principles  very 
oppofite  to  the  meeknefs  of  the  Quakers  j  his  af- 

fuming 

*  In  confcquence  of  the  acquaintance  he  had  with  thefe 
caverns  of  defpotifra,  when  the  Baflile  was  taken  by  the  inha- 
bitants of  Paris  in  July  1789,  the  keys  were  delivered  to 
Briffot,  that  its  fecret  receffes  might  be  explored  by  his  af- 
^ftancc. 
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iuming  the  title  of  one,  ferved  greatly  to  promote 
his  popularity,  which  originated  from  the  protec- 
tion of  La  Fayette,  whofe  friendfhip  he  firfl: 
courted,  and  of  whofe  downfal  he  was  one  of  the 
jnoft  atlive  inftruments.  He  is  the  editor  of  the 
Patriot  Francais^  the  moft  virulent  of  Jacobin 
newfpapers.  Though  not  a  member  of  the  French 
academy,  he  has  greatly  enriched  his  mother 
tongue.  The  following  words  are  at  prefent 
quite  in  vogue :  Briffoter^  to  pick  a  pocket ; 
tin  Brijjoteur,  a  pick- pocket;  Brtffbt  mete  fes 
gands  puts  on  his  gloves,  i.  e.  when  any  one  puts 
his  hands  in  the  pockets  of  his  neighbour.  Long 
verfed  in  the  arts  of  diilimulation  and  hypocrify, 
experienced  in  intrigue  and  treachery,  his  quali- 
ties of  this  kind  are  not  much  inferior  to  thofc  of 
the  arch  fiend  Pethion;  and  if  juitice  oblige  us  to 
give  the  palm  to  the  latter,  it  is  not  without  pay- 
ing a  due  tribute  to  the  merits  of  the  former. 


THE 


ROBERSPJERRE. 


Man  fmiles  in  ruin  j  glories  in  his  guilt, 
And  infamy  (lands  candidate  for  praifc. 

W  HEN  we  behold  a  man,  who,  but  four  years 
ago,  when  deputed  to  the  National  Afllmbly  to' 
fcrvc  his  country  with  his  talents  and  his  virtues, 
was  provided  with  a  coat  upon  the  occafion  by  an 
old  benefactor  j  when  we  behold  this  man  inhabit- 
ing a  fplendid  hotel  in  the  capital  j  when  we  fee 
him  rolling  in  glittering  equipages,  and  revelling 
in  banquets  and  entertainments,  is  it  not  fair  to 
enquire  into  the  fources  of  theie  riches,  and  to  afk 
if  they  are  compatible  with  the  rigid  virtues  of  the 
republican  ?  Come  all  ye  who  pant  for  dignities  in 
the  State,  fee  them  adorn  the  bloody  brows  of  an 
•aflaffin,  and  they  will  appear  dif^ufling  to  you! 
Come,  ye  who  bend  at  fortune's  Ihrine,  fee  her 
proftitute  her  treafures  on  a  Roberfpierre,  and 
you  will  learn  to  fcorn  her  favours. 

I  have  made  refearches,  but  have  not  been  able 
to  trace  the  genealogy  of  Roberfpierre.  Who  his  pa- 
rents were,  is  yet  a  myflery,  as  he  was  a  poor  orphan 
at  Arras,  and  received  his  education  and  livelihood 

from 
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from  the  bounty  of  its  charitable  BIfliop.  He 
palTed  the  firft  years  of  his  life  as  the  clerk  of  an 
obfcure  writer,  or  low  praditioner  of  the  law,  and 
earned  a  miferable  exiftence  in  that  line,  until  the 
meeting  of  the  firft  National  AfTembly,  when,  by 
the  influence  of  his  benefador  the  Bilhop  of  Ar- 
ras, he  was  returned  a  deputy  for  that  place.  The 
intendant,  or  fteward  of  the  bifhop,  fupplied  him 
with  what  was  necefiary  for  his  equipment,  and  for 
the  expences  of  his  journey  to  Paris.  This  vene- 
rable prelate  was  aiTafTmated  on  the  2d  of  Septem- 
ber '792,  by  the  bloodhounds  of  the  grateful 
Roberf -ierre.  Daring  the  firft  National  Affembly, 
he  diftinguiftied  bimfelf  by  the  virulence  of  his 
fpet-che.-.  and  the  republicanifm  of  his  principles. 
After  its  diflolution,  he  took  the  lead  in  the  Jacobin 
Club,  and  affociated  to  himfelf  the  worthy  Pethion 
as  his  colleague  ;  par  nubile  fratrum  I  During 
thefe  laft  two  years  they  have  acled  in  ftridl  uni- 
fon,  ai)d  concerted  together  the  downfal  of  the 
monarchy,  and  all  its  attendant  crimes  which  have 
difgractid  the  capital.  Monf.  Roberfpicrre  was 
preiident  of  the  Secret  Committee  of  Jacobins,  in 
whofe  fruitful  womb  was  conceived  the  monftrous 
fcheme  of  involvmg  their  diftant  colonies,  and  all 
Europe  in  their  ruin  ;  from  whofe  favage  den  if- 
fued  the  emilTaries  of  rebellion  and  atheifm,  who 
have  laboured,  with  an  apoftolic  zeal,  to  propagate 
their  diabolical  and  deftrudive  principles. 

Who 
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Who  is  there  that  has  heard  this  modern  repub- 
lican encouraging  his  countrymen  to  feats  of  vir- 
tue, who  does  not  admire  the  Roman  digniry  of 
his  noble  foul  ?  Who  is  there,  that  when  the  re- 
port of  recent  maffacres  was  made  to  the  Club  of 
Jacobins,  heard  him  treat  the  tears  of  widows  and 
orphans  as  criminal,  and  pronounce  thefe  ever  me- 
morable ^oxAs^un  pell  du  fang  de  plus  ne fait  pas 
de  mal^  a  Uttle  more  blood  does  no  harm,  and  who 
does  not  rank  him  as  fuperior  even  to  a  Sylla  ?  So 
well  eftablifhed  is  his  reputation  at  Paris,  that  all 
the  privileged  murderers  are  known  by  the  appel- 
lation of  ks  cbaffeiirs  a  la  Roberfpicrre, 

If,  however,  the  cruelty  of  this  man's  charader 
feels  no  diminution  from  a  comparifon  with  that 
of  his  late  affociate  Monf.  Pethion,  yet  he  is  far 
inferior  to  his  noble  compeer  in  the  arr  of  hypo- 
crify.  He,  with  manly  fortitude,  headed  his 
troops  in  fcenes  of  bloodlhed  and  plunder;  the 
other  remained  concealed  behind  the  curtain,  but 
prompted  with  corrednefs  and  ability  the  fublime 
atls  of  tragic  mifchief.  The  one,  however,  who 
confronted  danger,  claimed  the  greatefl:  (hare  of 
the  profits,  and  the  other  contented  himfelf  with 
fafety  and  moderate  gains.  But  how  brittle  are 
human  friendfhips,  vv^hen  even  founded  upon  vir- 
tue! Brutus  and  CaiTius  had  their  quarrel,  and 
thefe  tv;o  modern  republicans  are,  alas!  divided! 
After  the  bloodv  loth  of  Auguft ,  thefe  great  men 

D  had 
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bad  a  dlfpute  upon  the  participation  of  the  fpoils 
(for  Pethion  is    not  a  perfed  Jofeph,)  and  the 
breach  has  been  confiderably  widened  fince  the 
opening  of  the  Convention.      Monf.  Roberfpierre 
is  accufed  of  aiming  at  the  Dictatorfhip,  and  Mon- 
fieur   Pethion,    worthy    man!     abhors    ambition. 
The   hypocritical  Pethion,   wiftiing  to   enjoy    the 
fruits  of  his  crimes  in  fecurity,  trembles  at  the 
powers  of  the  banditties  he  himfclf  created ;  while 
the  gloomy  RoberfpierrCj  liftening  with  a  ghaftly 
fmile  to  the  inveclives  of  his  accufers,  and  confol- 
ed  by  the  cheering  and  fonorous  voice  of  his  be- 
loved Danton,  fends  forth  his  trufty  Marat  tofum- 
mon  all  their  band,  and,  "  crying  havoc,  to  let  flip 
the  dogs  of  war."     What  will  be  the  iflue  of  this 
quarrel,  I  am  not  endowed  whh  any  prophetic  gift 
to  enable  me  to  foretel,  but  I  am  fincere  when  I 
aiTure  Monf.  Roberfpierre,  I  have  that  veneration 
for  his  character,  that  I  am  confident  it  would  be 
highly  beneficial  for  his  country,  if  he  was  exalted 
higher  than  what  he  afpires  to.     Perhaps,  how- 
ever, without  the  gift  of  infpiration,  recent  events 
may  put  it  in  our  power  to  prognoiticate,   that  as 
foon  as  the  terrors  of  accufation,  and  the  dread 
of  punifhment,   (hall  have  induced  this    criminal 
wretch,  deferted  as  he  now  is  by  fome  of  his  for- 
mer hypocritical  aflbciates,  to  relinquilli  his  medi- 
tated fchemes,  the  worthy  Pethion  and  his  patriotic 
colleagues  will  hurl  no  more  the  thunder  of  their 
eloquence  againfl  the  devoted  head  of  their  zea- 
lous 
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lous  partizan,  from  whofe  pad  fer vices  their  pre- 
fent  emoluments  flow,  and  whofe  future  labours 
may  redound  to  their  benefit,  nor  compel  him  in 
defpair  to  difcover  the  fecret  accomphces  of  his 
former  crimes. 


t)  2  CON-- 
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CONDORCET, 


rlow  often  has  the  facred  name  of  patriot  been 
proflituteJ  of  late;  every  demagogue  who  has  en- 
riched himfelf  with  the  fpoils  of  his  fellow  citizens, 
even  the  ariftocrate  who  has  f^crificed  his  pride  to 
the  gratification  of  fecret  animofity  and  private 
pique,  has  decorated  himfelf  with  the  glorious  title. 
It  behoves  every  one  who  feels  the  genuine  flame 
to  tear  the  mafl<  from  thefe  hypocrites,  and  expofe 
the  falfity  of  their  pretenfions  as  an  amende  hono^ 
ruble  to  the  infulted  Deity.  Let  us  canvas  the 
merits  of  this  candidate,  and  judge  from  his  ac- 
tions, whether  his  patriotilm  was  engendered  by  a 
true  love  of  his  country,  or  whether  it  is  not  the 
fpurious  offspring  of  the  occultum  odium  ? 

Monfieur  Condorcet,  before  the  abolition  of 
titles,  was  diftinguiflied  by  that  of  Marquis ;  and 
during  the  two  firft  years  of  the  revolution,  he 
took  no  aftive  part,  but  was  always  confidered  as 
belonging  to  the  ariftocratic  party.  In  June,  179c, 
hefued  for  the  place  of  governor  to  the  Dauphin, 
to  which  fituation  he  might  conceive  fome  literary 
produitions  entitled  him  to  afpirej  but  he  met 
T  with 
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with  a  refufal :  from  this  epoch  we  are  to  date 
his  patriotifm.  He  made  application  to  the  Ja- 
cobins to  be  enrolled  as  a  member  in  their  holy 
fociety ;  but  the  fufpiclon  of  ariflocracy  afperfed 
his  charader,  and  he  was  at  firft  refufed  admit- 
tance into  their  fanctified  temple.  But  what  power 
has  not  female  beauty.  The  charms  of  his  wife 
pleaded  for  him  with  fomc  of  the  leading  members; 
and  the  doors  were  opened  to  him  at  the  prayers 
of  his  enchanting  fuitrefs.  He  was  refolved  to 
prove  himfelf  worthy  of  the  favour,  and  has  roufed 
all  his  talents  to  diffcminate  their  principles.  He 
is  the  editor  of  a  democratic  print,  intituled  la 
Cronique.  He  was  before  the  Revolution,  Secra- 
tary  to  the  Academy  of  Sciences  at  Paris,  and  had 
afpired  to  literary  fame,  as  author  of  the  life  of 
Monfieur  de  Voltaire,  and  of  fome  pamphlets. 
He  is  more  celebrated  for  a  retentive^  memory, 
than  for  fplendid  talents  or  profound  learning.  In 
his  change  of  principles  he  has  fhewn  juilice,  and 
has  allowed  to  others  that  latitude  of  freedom  in 
thought  and  action  which  he  has  himfelf  adopted. 
When  he  was  an  ariftrocrate,  he  was  diftinguifhed 
by  the  jealoufy  of  his  temper,  and  was  a  noted  O- 
thello  ;  but  fince  he  has  become  an  advocate  for 
the  Rights  of  Man,  and  an  enemy  to  any  exclufive 
privileges,  he  has  left  his  Defdemona  in  the  full 
enjoyment  of  all  the  Rights  of  Women. 

He  was  with  BrilTot,  Danton,  and  the  other  Ja- 
cobins in  the  Champ  de  Mars,  in  the  famous  month 
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Cn  July,  during  the  lafl  year.  Though  a  firnl 
friend  to  the  fyftem  of  equality,  as  far.  as  it  ex- 
tends to  divide  the  property  of  his  neighbour,  he 
has  not  as  yet  totally  fhaken  oif  his  old  prejudices. 
He  has,  confequemly,  preferred  lodging  his  (hare 
of  the  fpoil  in  the  ariilocratic  Bank  of  England,  to 
trufling  it  to  the  difpofal  of  the  mobrocacy. 

His   exertions  in  the  public  caufe,  had  lb  effica* 
cioufly  erafed  any  fufpicion   of  his   integrity  ;  and 
the  jacobins  were   fo  well  convinced   oi  his   devo- 
tion, that  they  procured  him  the  honour  of  a  feat 
n  the  National  Convention. 


AION- 


MONSIEUR  MJRAT. 


This  Is  a  fiiglit  unmerltable  man,  meet  to  be  fent  on  errands  j 
only  fit  to  eafe  ourfelves  of  divers  fianderous  loads. 


Xlow  defpicable  is  the  tool  of  faction  ;  I  know  a 
young  fenator  in  this  country  who  might  reap 
fome  ufeful  JefTons  by  an  attention  to  the  prefent 
fituation  of  France.  He  might  learn  how  dan- 
gerous, in  the  prefent  moment  of  political  fanati- 
cifm,  are  all  experiments  of  reform  ;  he  might 
learn,  from  the  hypocrify  and  the  art  with  which 
the  levellers  in  France  have  accomplifhed  their  ob- 
ject, to  miitruft  certain  defigning  men  in  this  coun- 
try ;  and  while  he  only  willies  to  repair  fome 
branches  in  our  venerable  manfion,  not  to  lend  his 
alTiftance  to,  and  become  the  inftrument  of  thofe, 
who  wifh  to  fhake  its  foundations  ;  he  may  learn 
from  the  fate  of  many,  who,  with  patriotic  views, 
co-operated  in  the  firit  Revolution,  with  what  cau- 
tion he  muft  tread  the  flippery  heights  of  pohtics. 
\  will  not  infult  a  young  man  of  property,  of  cha- 
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racter,  of  talents  (though  he  has  been  taught  t» 
over-rate  them  by  ill-intentioned  flatterers)  a  young 
man  of,  I  trufi:,  pure  intentions,  by  comparing 
him  with  the  fcavenger  of  the  French  Revolution  ; 
but  from  this  worm  he  may  extract  a  lelTon,  and 
learn  with  what  eafe  ambitious  politicians  can  fa- 
crifice  an  aflbciate,  when  it  becomes  neceflary  for 
their  purpofes  to  do  fo. 

The  member  of  the  National  Convention,  who 
is  the  immediate  objeft  of  the  attention  of  my 
readers,  and  who  lately  aftoniflied  the  Affembly 
by  the  farcical  piflol  fcene,  was  during  the  events 
to  which  immediately  preceded  or  followed  the 
fccond  Revolution,  one  of  the  mod  active  inftiga- 
tors  of  rebellion,  and  the  moil  zealous  of  Monf. 
Pethion's  accomplices.  That  hypocrite,  at,  pre- 
fent,  thinks  to  clear  himfelf  of  all  the  odium  of  the 
late  maffacres,  by  throwing  the  guilt  on  Marat  and 
Roberfpierre  ;  and,  like  Pilate,  wifties  to  walh  his 
hands  of  the  bloody  deeds.  But  his  own  account 
of  thefe  horrid  murders  delivered  to  the  National 
Convention,  in  place  of  vindicating  him,  leaves  no 
room  to  doubt  either  of  his  guilt,  or  of  his  hypo- 
crify. 

I  mufl  beg  leave  to  recal  to  the  memory  of 
Monf.  Marat,  a  name  which  was  once  familiar  to 
his  ears ;  1  mean  that  of  Champion,  which  was  the 
name  he  was  known  by  during  the  firfl  years  of 
his  life.      Being  accufed,  unjudly  no  doubt,  of  be- 
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mg  concerned  in  the  great  forgeries  which  were 
made  of  the  billets  d'Efcompte,  upon  their  firft 
eftablifl'iment  by  Monf.  Necker,  he  adopted  the 
name  of  Marat,  and  took  refuge  from  his  perfecu- 
tors  in  England.  He  there  obtained  a  livelihood 
by  teaching  the  French  language,  and  was  em- 
ployed in  that  capacity  in  a  fchool  in  London,  and 
afterwards  at  Oxford.  At  the  commencement  of 
the  French  Revolution,  he  returned  to  Paris,  and 
recommended  himfelf  to  the  notice  of  his  country- 
men,  by  writincr  a  democratic  paper,  entitled,  but 
mifcalled,  V Ami  dii  Fniple^  the  friend  of  the 
people.  From  the  tendency  of  its  principles,  it  might 
with  juflice  have  alTumed  the  name  of  VK?inemi 
du  Genre  Humain,  the  enemy  of  the  human  race. 
We  may  judge  of  the  merits  of  this  paper  ;  v/hen, 
during  the  reign  of  anarchy  and  revolt,  the  author 
of  it  was  nine  times  decrete  de  pr'ife  du  Corps, 
But  the  principles  he  diftilled,  were  fo  , flattering 
and  pleafmg  to  the  deluded  and  milled  people, 
that  the  power  of  the  mobocracy  fhielded  him  a- 
gainfl  the  juft  feverity  of  the  laws ;  and  when  in 
February  179c,  the  National  Guards  furrounded 
his  houfe,  to  put  the  decree  againfl  him  in  execu- 
tion, they  were  repelled  by  the  Jacobin  Janiffaries. 
All  the  wild  and  inflammatory  orations  of  Danton 
were  embellifhed  and  publifhed  by  his  friend  Ma- 
rat. When  Pethion  was  elected  Mayor  of  Paris, 
the  audacity  of  Marat  increafed,  from  a  fecurity  of 
protection ;  and  though  this  confummate  hy- 
pocrite now   rejects  him,  it  is  well   known,  that 
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Marat,  during  thefe  laft  bloody  months,  has  bee?i 
Pethlon's  moft  obfequious  inflrument.  Every 
one  knows  how  this  precious  life  was  lately  ex- 
pofed  by  a  fufpicion  call  on  his  patriotifm ;  but  if 
in  his  vindication,  he  had  produced  a  rope  inftead 
of  a  piftol,  it  might  have  been  ominous;  and,fuf- 
pending  himfelf,  he  might  have  exclaimed  to  his 
aflbciates,  afpicitejinem. 


DJK^ 


DANTON, 


Pie  was  fo  very  mean  (meannefs  and  pride 

Still  go  together  fide  by  fide) 

That  he  would  bow  and  cringe,  be  civil. 

And  hold  a  ftirrup  to  the  devil  j 

If  in  a  journey  to  his  mind,     , 

He'd  let  him  mount  and  ride  behind. 


J-  HE  proners  of  a  perfe£l  equality,  have  fedulouf* 
ly  endeavoured  to  reprefent  the  adverfaries  of  their 
alarming  and  chimerical  doctrines,  as  men  of  the 
mod  fervile  difpofitions.  This  reproach  may  with 
equal  jufticc  be  retorted  on  the  courtiers  of  the 
mob.  The  mind  truly  elevated  will  fcorn  to  flat- 
ter the  vices  and  follies  of  princes,  or  by  addref- 
iing  their  paflions  and  their  prejudices,  to  deceive 
and  delude  the  people.  Meannefs  is  the  compa- 
nion of  adulation ;  and  vi^e  fhall  find  it  as  itrongly 
rooted  in  the  breaft  of  the  interefted  demagogue, 
as  in  that  of  the  fordid  fycophant  of  courts.  The 
perfonage  I  am  at  prefent  to  introduce,  affords  flrong 
evidence  in  fupport  of  this  refledtion. 

The  father  of  the  prefent   Lord  Chancellor  of - 
France  was  a  butcher,  (the  fon  has  confiderably  re- 
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fined  on  the  profefTion)  and  by  induflry,  acquired 
fufficient  fortune  to  enable  young  Danton  to  pur- 
fue  the  ftudy  of  medicine.  By  the  recommenda- 
tion of  the  late  unfortunate  Princefs  de  Lamballe  *, 
he  was  appointed  Medecin  extraordinaire  des  ecu- 
ries  du  Compie  d^Artois,  He  was  always  diftin- 
guifned  by  his  cringing  to  men  in  power,  and  in 
common  with  many  of  the  libellers  of  the  nobility 
and  princes,  he  was  indebted  for  his  exiflence  to 
their  countenance  and  liberality.  His  profeflion- 
al  talents  did  not  promife  to  raife  him  either  to  o- 
pulence  or  celebrity  ;  he  had  the  misfortune  of 
lofing  fo  many  of  his  patients,  that  when  any  page 
or  domeflic  of  Comte  d'Artois  difpleafed  him, 
he  was  accuftomed  to  threaten  him  with  the  vifits 
of  Danton.  He  was  fo  abject  in  his  mode  of  pay- 
ing his  court,  that  he  frequently  ufed  to  carefs  and 
kifs  the  horfes,  which  he  faid  had  the  happinefs  to 
be  the  favourites  of  the  Count  and  Countefs  d'Ar- 
tois ;  and  never  did  he  hear  their  names  pro- 
nounced, before  the  20th  of  June  1789,  without 
taking  off  his  hat,  as  a  token  of  his  refped.  Thefe 
fads  were  fo  well  known,  as  to  have  been  proverbi- 
al 

*  He  acquired  the  proteciion  of  the  Princefs  de  Lamballe, 
by  marrying  the  niece  of  the  maid  of  one  oiXvZx  femmes  de 
clambre.  Many  perfons  imagined  that  this  unfortunate  wo- 
man would  have  beenrefcued  by  the  influence  of  this  wretch. 
But  the  ferocity  of  a  tyger  is  eafier  to  be  appeafed  than  that 
of  a  human  brute  who  is  ileeped  in  blood. 
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al  at  Verfallles.  When  the  moment  arrived  that 
theComte  d'  \rtois  could  no  longer  ferve  him 
like  a  true  couriier,  he  abandoned  his  benefador, 
and  transferred  his  vorlliip  to  the  ruling  mob. 
He  is  an  inhabitant  of  the  Section  des  Cordeliers 
(according  to  the  new  geography,  Se6lion  de  Mar- 
feilles)  ;  and  though  the  people  of  this  quarter  arc 
peculiarly  diitinguifhed  by  their  ignorance,  and  the 
rudenefs  of  their  manners,  he  obtained  eminence 
amongfl  them  in  Augud  1789,  by  the  violence 
and  fedition  of  his  fpeeches.  He  is  poflriTed  of  a 
fine  voice  and  a  clear  delivery  ;  and  though  his 
fpeeches  are  deftitute  of  common  fenfe,  he  never 
fails  to  atrrad  the  attention  of  the  populace  ;  as  he 
flatters  their  pafli^ns,  by  inveighing  againft  fubor- 
dination,  and  exciting  them  to  plunder.  When 
any  member  in  the  late  National  Aflembiy,  pro- 
nounced with  a  good  delivery  an  harangue,  void  of 
eloquence  or  logic ;  Mirabeau  ufed  to  exclaim, 
ecoutez  V eloquence  du  Datiton* 

In  all  the  popular  commotions,  which  have  for 
four  years  difgraced  Paris,  Danton  was  the  raofl 
adtive  infligator  of  the  crimes  perpetrated  by  the 
people,  and  pufiied  them  en  to  pillage  and  murders. 
The  Hotel  de  Caftries  in  October  1789,  the 
Champ  de  Mars  in  July  laft,  have  been  feverally 
the  theatres  of  his  exertions,  and  bear  ample  tefti- 
mony  to  the  zeal  and  virtue  of  his  patriotifin.  His 
labours  procured  him  the  efteem  of  the  members  of 
the  Club  des  Cordehers,  and  they  frequently  con- 
ferred 
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feried  on  h'lni  the  honour  of  featincc  him  in  the 
prefident's  chair.  The  Club  des  Cordeliers,  though 
inferior  to  that  of  the  Jacobins  in  art  and  abilities, 
if  pofTible,  ranks  above  it  in  the  malice  and  wick- 
ednefs  of  its  principles.  An  extraft  from  the 
fpeech  he  delivered  to  the  people  in  the  Champ  de 
Mars,  will  give  us  fome  idea  of  his  eloquence  as  an 
orator,  and  of  his  virtues  as  a  man. 

"  We  are  twenty  five  millions  of  Frenchmen, 
and  confequently  have  fifty  millions  of  hands,  arm- 
ed with  fwords  and  poignards ;  let  us  fend  fix  mil- 
lions of  men  to  Germany ;  three  millions  to  Italy 
and  Spain  ;  three  millions  to  Rufiia  and  the  north 
ot  Europe ;  but  before  all  things,  to  get  money 
to  pay  our  brothers  and  afiers  going  abroad,  let 
us  fend  four  millions  to  England,  to  take  poffefiion 
of  the  bank  of  London. — The  nine  millions  of 
people  remaining,  are  fufficicnt  to  cultivate  the 
country,  and  to  dcftroy  Louis  XVI.  his  family, 
the  National  Affembly,  and  all  other  conftituted 
auihorites  as  ariftocratical.  Let  us  do  this,  and 
in  a  year  all  Europe  will  acknowledge  the  fove- 
Teignty  of  the  French  nation.  As  to  new  laws, 
the  French  people  know  how  to  govern  without 
them  ;  and,  if  occafion  fhould  prefent  itfelf,  when 
law^s  fliould  be  wanted,  let  the  people  make  them 
on  every  different  occafion." 

It   was  for  this  fpeech,  that  he  was  decrete  de 
prife  de  Corps,  in  July -i  791,  and  was  obliged  to 
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conceal  hinifelf  until  the.  general  amucfly,  '\vhich 
was  paiTed  on  the  King's  acceptation  of  trie  Con- 
ftitution  in  September  laft.  Such  is  the  man  v/ho 
is  to  be  one  of  the  judges  of  his  king,  and  one  of 
the  legiflators  for  his  country  !  Unhappy  king,  un-» 
happy  country ! 


GOR. 


GORSAS, 


A  HE  father  of  th^s  virtuous  legiflator  kept  a  day 
fchool  at  VerAulles,  and  Avhen  arrived  at  the  age 
of  infirmity,  he  cded  the  care  and  eniclu.mcnts  of 
it  to  this  his  elder  fon,  upon  condition  of  being  de- 
cently maintained  by  him  during  his  few  remain- 
ing years.  This  uimatural  fon  had  not  been  three 
months  in  the  place  his  father  yielded  him,  before 
his  ill  ulage  of  this  ?ged  parent  became  fo  noto- 
rious as  to  draw  on  him  the  repiimand  of  the  po- 
lice;  bui  the  warning  of  law  is  feeble  in  the 
mind,  in  which  the  feelings  of  nature  are  cxtinft. 
Very  fliortly  aftei,  during  the  time  of  dinner, 
young  Gorfis  gave. his  tather  a  blow  on  the  head 
with  a  bffltile,  which  put  a  period  to  his  exiflence. 
The  parricide  was  tried,  and  condemned  to  expire 
on  the  wheel.  The  criminal  had  a  brother  who 
was  groom  to  the  Duke  of  PoJignac,  and  by  the 
interceflion  of  this  nobleman,  the  ientence  of  death 
was  changed  into  condemnation  to  the  gallies  for 
life.  He  remained  in  this  fituation  until  the  year 
17885  when  the  ambafladors  from  Tippoo  Sultan 
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paffing  through  Touloufe,  he  found  an  opportuni- 
ty to  prefent  them  a  petition,  praying  them  to  ob- 
tain his  enlargement.  Through  their  interceffion 
he  obtained  his  releafe,  upon  condition  he  did  not  • 
approach  within  forty  leagues  of  Verfailles.  When 
the  revolution  of  17S9  took  place,  he  found  ho- 
nourable employment  for  his  talents,  and,  confi- 
dering  the  prohibition  of  government  to  be  no 
longer  of  any  weight,  he  arrived  in  Paris,  The 
fervices  of  men  of  his  defcription  being  neceflary 
for  the  execution  of  the  proje£ls  of  Monf.  Egalite 
and  his  faction,  Gorfas  aflembled  many  of  his  old 
friends  from  the  gallies,  and  conftituted  himfelf 
their  chief.  But  notwithflanding  the  diforders 
which  then  prevailed,  fome  appearance  of  juitice 
was  maintained,  and  ihtfans  cullotes  had  not  ar- 
rived at  fovereign  fway.  Two  of  his  gang  being 
executed  in  Oclober  1789,  for  having  , hanged  a 
baker  who  had  the  ariftocracy  to  refufe  them  his 
loaves  gratis,  Monf.  Gorfas  thought  it  prudent  to 
abandon  his  honourable  but  dangerous  command. 
To  promote,  however,  as  far  as  his  abilities  would 
permit  him,  the  glorious  caufe  he  had  efpoufed, 
and  at  the  fame  time  to  procure  himfelf  a  dinner, 
(for,  alas !  the  greateft  men  feel  the  infirmities  of 
nature"),  he  undertook  to  publifh  and  diftribute  li- 
bels. Having,  by  a  year's  pradice,  become  an  ac- 
complifhed  writer,  he  favoured  his  country  with 
his  political  lucubrations,  by  means  of  a  newfpa- 
per,  which  he  firtl  publiflied  in  February  1790, 
under  the  title  0^  Le  Courier  des  LXXXIIL  Dc- 
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fartemcnls^  but  better  known  by  the  name  of  Lc 
journal  Galcrien.  Ihis  journal  breathing  the 
mod  rebellious  principles,  in  a  flyle  the  beft  a- 
dapted  to  the  underdandings  of  the  mobocrates, 
has  caufed  greater  mifchief  than  any  of  the  other 
incendiary  publication:.  The  flowers  of  rhetoric 
which  he  had  culled  in  the  gallies,  charmed  as 
xvith  a  fpell,  the  deluded  inhabitants  of  la  Halle 
and  of  the  Palais  RoyaL 

In  fpite  of  all  his  merits,  this  illuftrious  charac- 
ter was  not  raifed  to  the  dignity  of  a  Jacobin  till 
within  thefe  few  months.  After  having  fufficient- 
ly  qualified  himfelf,  as  he  thought,  for  this  ho- 
nour, he  became  a  candidate  for  it  lafl  year.  But 
though  he  proved  that  he  polTefled  the  requifne 
qualities  for  admiffion  into  this  ejiU^htened fGc'ict\\ 
he  was  unaccountably  rejected.  After  this  he 
threatened  to  profcribe  them  in  his  Journal,  if  they 
remained  obflinate  in  their  rcfufal  of  him,  and 
yielding  to  his  menaces,  they  dubbed  him  a  hnght 
of  the  bloody  order, 

We  do  not  wifli  to  withhold  praiie  when  it  is 
due,  and  we  mufl  allow  that  in  this  day  of  c^reat- 
nefs  he  did  not  forget  his  former  fituation.  We 
record  it  therefore  to  his  honour,  that  it  was  he, 
who,  in  May  laft,  threw  Paris  into  a  ftate  of  fer- 
men  ation,  by  caufing  a  fubfcription  to  be  raifed 
for  thofe,  whofe  crimes  had  occafioned  their  beinsr 
condemned  to  a  fate  fmiilar  to  his  own,  the  Gale- 
ricns  of  the  Chateauvieux  from  Breft. 
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The  Jacobins  made  his  Journal  ihe  tocfin  of  fe- 
dition  and  murder ;  and  all  the  accufations  which 
malice  and  rebellion  forged  againft  the  king,  his 
minifters,  his  generals,  and  many  of  the  members 
of  the  National  Ailembly,  flowed  through  this  cor- 
rupted channel.  We  read  with  horror  of  that 
fanguinary  triumvirate,  which  fitting  in  judgment 
on  their  fellow  citizens,  doomed  to  death  every 
man  who  had  difpleafed  them.  But  what  indig- 
nation rifes  in  our  bofoms,  when  we  behold  a  tri- 
umvirate of  wTetched  journalifts,  a  Carra,  a  Ma- 
rat, a  Gorfas,  profcribing  in  their  bloody  tablets, 
and  devoting  to  deftruclion  an  innumerable  mul- 
.titude  of  citizens,  of  property,  rank,  and  virtue ! 
What  will  be  the  admiration  of  pofterity  for  this 
boafted  republic,  when  it  reads  that  a  galley  Have 
has,  with  a  flroke  of  his  pen,  figned  the  condem- 
nation of  thoufands  of  his  countrymen  I  And  the 
monfter  yet  breathes, — breathes  did  I  fay  !  His 
blood-ftained  brows  are  encircled  wuth  civic  gar- 
lands, he  is  placed  among  the  legillators  of  the  na- 
tion, to  dictate  laws  to  his  regenerated couviiry. 


F3  CAR- 
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When  vice  prevails,  and  impious  men  bear  fway, 
The  poll  of  honour  is  a  private  Ilation. 

Am  I  then  doomed  to  wade  through  this  augean 
ftable,  without  one  ray  of  virtue  appearing  to  cheer 
me  in  my  dreary  courfe !   Am  I  flill  to  afPiict  my 
readers  wdth  the  gloomy  pi6lure  of  crimes  and  in- 
famy ?  "Who  in  future  times  will  believe   that  the 
Convention  of  a  nation,  the  fame  of  whofe  gran- 
deur and  urbanity  has,  for  fourteen  centuries  filled 
the  four  corners  of  the  world,  was   compofed  of 
men  branded  with  indelible  marks  of  turpitude,  of 
men  recalled  from  fhameful  baniftiment.     But  the 
Chriftian,  who  views  events  with  the  unclouded  eye 
of  faith,  will  acknowledge  in  the  fate  of  this  unhap- 
py country,  the  wrathful  hand  of  Providence  in- 
fliding  merited  punifnment  upon  a  race,  who,  in 
the    corruption   and  perverfenefs    of  their  hearts, 
have  exclaimed,  tBsre  is  no  God!  The  Chriftian 
will  behold  in  the  monflers  who  fcourge  and  defc- 
late  France,  the  inUruments  of  divine  vengeance. 
While  we  contemplate  with  awe  this  terrible  ex- 
ample, may  we  Uften  to  its  admonitions !  From  the 
wrecks  of  the  throne,  let  princes  learn  to  confound 
impiety  and  irreligion,  enemies  of  all  government, 
'^nd  to  reft  their  own  fecurity  on  the  happinefs  and 

virtue 
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tirtue  of  their  fubjefts !  From  the  dire  calannties 
of  anarchy,  let  the  people  learn  to  avoid  civil  flrife 
by  a  love  of  order,  and  a  due  refpe£l  to  the  laws. 
Authority  muft  exid  fomewhere,  and  generally  in 
times  of  confufion,  it  falls  into  bad  hands.  The 
reafon  is  obvious ;  virtue,  ever  hateful  to  confpi* 
racy,  is  perfccuted ;  timid  merit  fhrinks  from 
fcenes  of  buftle  and  commotion,  while  bold  and 
defperate  vice  feizes  with  unhallowed  hands  upon 
the  reins.  I  have  already  produced  as  wltnefles,  a 
Pethion,  a  Briffot,  a  Roberfpierre,  a  Gorfas ;  in 
addition  to  their  teftimony,  I  have  here  another 
faithful  evidence  !  Come  forth,  thou  precious  Son 
of  Mlfchief! 

Monf.  Carra,  Editor  of  Les  Annalcs  PoUtiquesy 
yacohui^  and  member  of  the  National  Convention, 
was  born  at  Macon,  in  Burgundy,  and  received 
his  education  from  the  care  of  an  uncle,  a  pious 
Jefuit.  When  he  attained  the  age  of  eighteen,  he 
felt  himfelf  infpired  with  the  ideas  of  equality  and 
of  the  Rights  of  Man,  and  in  company  with  two 
coufins  broke  open  the  fhop  of  a  milliner,  which 
he  ftript  of  money  and  of  merchandize.  But  this 
was  in  the  year  1758,  when  his  principles  were  not 
fo  well  underftood,  and  being  arrefted,  and  fome 
of  the  goods  found  upon  him,  he  was  condemned 
to  the  gallows.  Some  perfons  of  rank,  however, 
interfering,  from  regard  for  the  character  and  vir- 
tue of  his  uncle,  he  was,  in  confequence  of  their 
interpofition,faYed  from  a  capital  punifhment,  and 
in  place  of  that  fentenced  to  two  years  imprifon- 
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ment,  and  at  the  expiration  of  the  term  to  perpc-* 
tual  b^niflimcnt.  The  author  of  a  paper  called 
J^a  Feuille  du  your^  wifliing  to  eternize  the  fame 
of  his  countryman,  printed  in  February  lafl:  the 
trial  and  proceedings  in  the  criminal  court ;  and 
our  hero,  with  the  modeily  of  blufiiing  merit,  being 
conftrained  to  admit  the  facl,  had  no  other  defence 
to  urge,  than  that  he  was  not  entitled  to  all  the 
praife  beftowed  upon  him,  as  he  was  only  1 6  and 
not  18,  when  he  achieved  his  firft  civic  exploit. 
Homer  diftinguiflies  his  heroes  by  fome  appropri- 
ate epithet,  expreffive  of  their  talents  and  qualities; 
and  the  fages  and  warriors  of  the  Grecian  repub- 
lic were  diftinguifhed  by  furnames;  in  France, 
therefore,  where  all  hereditary  titles  are  jujtly  a- 
boliflied,  and  honourable  diftinclions  conferred  up- 
on virtue  folely^  the  countrymen  of  Monf.  Carra 
have  honoured  him  with  the  appellation  q{  Carra 
Serriire^  in  allufion,  no  doubt,  to  his  {kill  in 
picking  of  locks. 

Monf.  Serrure,  exiled  from  France,  chofc  Vi- 
enna as  the  place  of  his  retreat.  He  obtained  a 
livelihood  for  fome  years  by  teaching  of  languages, 
•and  attended  a  young  Countefs  of  Harueck  in  that 
capacity.  Happening,  however,  to  take  a  liking 
to  a  gold  watch  belonging  to  his  pupil,  he  made 
free  to  borrow  it,  but  his  fair  fcholar  had  the  ill- 
nature  to  demand  it  rather  peremptorily,  and  he 
fcund  it  prudent  to  take  a  French  leave  of  Vienna. 
Once  more  a  free  citizen  of  the  world,  he  auopted 
Prufiia  for  his  country,  and  made  Berlin  iJie  feat 
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of  his  refidence  during  the  remainder  of  his  exile. 
In  this  court  he  rendered  himfeif  ufeful  by  acting 
as  clair  voyant  Tvulgarly  called  a  fpy)  under  the 
ambafiadors  from  France  and  Vienna,  and  he  re- 
ceived for  thefc  honourable  fervices  a  falary  to  en- 
able him  to  exifl. 

In  1789  he  came  to  Paris,  and  from  his  con- 
duct it  has  been  imagined  that  he  ftill  felt  the 
bounty  of  the  Pruffian  Court.  The  jealoufies 
which  enfued  between  the  Pruffian  cabinet,  and 
that  of  Auftria,  are  well  known,  and  Monf.  Ser- 
rure,  on  his  firft  arrival  at  Paris,  dire6led  all  his 
philippics  againft  the  Queen  of  France  and  the 
Houfe  of  Aufiria  ;  and  in  all  his  fpeeches  and 
writings  endeavoured  to  perfuade  the  National 
Afl'embly  to  make  an  alliance  with  Pruffia,  and  to 
declare  war  againft  Auftria  in  fupport  of  the 
Turks, 

He  was  early  admitted  a  member  of  the  Jaco- 
bin club,  and  diftinguiffied  himfelf  as  an  enrage. 
He  was  prefident  of  the  club  when  MeiT.  Watt's 
and  Cooper,  the  Manchefter  Ambaffadors  came  to 
prefent  their  homage ;  and  when  Serrure  received 
their  credentials,  he  did  them  the  honour  to  fold 
tlicm  in  his  arm^j,  and  hail  them  with  the  kifi  of 
peace. 

I  leave  it  to  abler  politicians  than  I  pretend  to 
we,  to  reconcile  with  the  republicanifm  of  thli>  pa- 
triot, 
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triot,  the  propofitlon  he  made  of  tendering  the 
Crown  of  France  to  the  Duke  of  York. 

The  prefent  Monf.  Serrure  made,  in  Augufl 
laft,  to  the  National  Aflerably,  of  a  gold  fnulf  box 
given  to  him  by  the  King  of  Pruffia,  has  excited 
much  converfation.  I  have  heard  fame  admire 
the  affability  of  the  King  of  Pruffia,  in  bellowing 
fo  fignal  a  mark  of  his  favour  on  a  penHoned  fpy  ; 
others  have  confidered  the  parting  with  it  as  Inde* 
licate,  and  the  eifecl  of  revenge  for  a  forfeited 
pcnfion.  I  mud  beg  leave  to  amend  the  errors  a 
fmall  mi  (lake  of  Monf.  Serrure's  has  occafioned. 
This  famous  gold  fnuff  box  was  prefented  by  the 
King  of  Pruffia  to  Monf.  Montmorin  upon  the  ad- 
iuRment  of  the  broils  in  Holland,  and  Monf, 
Montmorin  had  it  in  his  pocket  upon  the  ad  of 
Auguft,  the  day  he  was  affiiffinated  at  Paris.  This 
fad  I  aifert  on  the  authority  of  a  relation  of  Monf. 
Montmorin's,  at  prefent  in  England.  In  what 
manner  Monf.  Serrure  came  by  it,  he  can  beft 
tell;  however,  his  imagination,  when  facrificing  in 
a  paroxyfm  of  patriotifm  the  fpoils  of  royalty,  may 
have  betrayed  him.  His  offering  was  well  receiv- 
ed, and  he  has  been  rewarded  with  a  feat  in  the 
Convention  !  What  fate  his  king  is  to  expert  from 
him,  what  benefits  his  country  has  to  look  for 
from  his  virtues,  the  lliort  fketch  1  have  given  of 
^is  life  will  befl  vouch  for. 

CHJBOT. 
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CHABOr. 


1  HE  father  of  Chabot  \^a3  a  baker,  but  not  be* 
ing  in  eafy  circumfliances,  a  brother  of  his,  an  at- 
torney, unJertook  to  educate  and  fettle  in  life  the 
young  Chabot.  He  was  fmt  to  a  college  belong* 
ing  to  the  Jefuits,  and,  at  the  age  of  nineteen^ 
having  completed  his  (ludies,  his  uncle,  who  had 
lately  married  a  widow  of  36,  took  him  into  his 
own  houfe.  No  crime  is  tepuj^nant  to  the  heart 
callous  to  the  impulfe  of  gratitude  ;  and  young  Cha« 
bot,  to  recompenfe  the  guardian  of  his  youth,  de"=> 
bauched  his  wife,  and  eloped  with  her  to  Bour- 
deaux.  He  had  not  been  long  in  this  city  before 
he  received  the  news,  tliat  his  ingratitude  had  fent 
his  uncle  and  his  benefactor  to  his  grave.  The 
happy  couple,  in  order  to  conceal  their  criminal 
intercourfe,  returned  by  different  roads  to  Paris ; 
and  the  ingenious  widovfc^,  in  order  to  enjoy,  un- 
molefted,  the  company  of  her  paramour,  brought 
home  a  daughter  fhe  had  by  a  former  hufband, 
and  whom  fhe  gave  out  to  the  world  Ihe  de'tir.ed 
to  be  the  bride  of  Chabot,  By  this  ilratagcm  fhe 
hoped  to  enjoy  the  vifits  of  her  gallant,  free  fr  .m 
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the  prying  e^^e  of  curlofity,  and  the  fneering  whif- 
per  of  goiTips,  But  alas !  how  dangerous  is  temp- 
tation to  the  mofl:  virtuous ;  fome  are  too  ftrong 
for  flefli  and  blood  ;  and  the  ripening  beauties  of 
fifteen,  effaced  in  the  fufceptible  heart  of  oar  falfe 
Lothario,  the  mellow  charms  ©f  thirty-fix.  That 
perfuafive  eloquence  which  had  wheedled  the  mo- 
ther, was  employed  to  woo  the  too  frail  daughter  ; 
who,  taught  to  confider  Monfieur  Chabot  as  her 
future  hufband,  permitted  him  to  anticipate  his 
lights,  and  fled  with  him  from  her  home»  The 
•widow,  frantic  with  remorfe,  jealoufy,  love,  and 
defpair,  put  an  end  to  her  exiftence,  leaving  a  let- 
ter apprifmg  her  unfortunate  daughter  of  her  me- 
lancholy hiftory*  The  unhappy  girl,  ftruck  with 
horror  and  repentance,  Hew  from  her  betrayer,  and 
taking  the  veil  in  a  convent  of  Carmelites,  by  the 
exercife  of  their  rigid  duties,  endeavoured  to  ex- 
piate her  criminal  indifcretion.  The  tears  of  our 
Abelard  *  were  fpon  dried,  and  he  met  with  con- 
folation  in  the  arms  of  another  beauty.  A  Ma- 
dame Droits  having  provided  herfelf  with  15,000 
louis  d'orSj  the  property  of  her  huiband,  left  him  to 
accompany  Monfieur  Chabot  to  Spain,  which   he 

imagined 

*  The  fate  cf  thefe  two  lovers  Is  in  ooe  inflance  exadlly 
limilar.  An  accident  has  lately  reduced  one  to  the  fituatioa, 
the  other  experienced  from  the  cruelty  of  an  enraged  uncle. 
The  misfortune  of  Moalieur  Chabot  Is  an  advantage  to  his 
country,  as  he  will  not  be  fo  much  diverted  from  the  frigid 
4utics  of  a  politician. 
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imagmed  would  offer  him  a  more  fafe  and  tranquil 
retreat  than  he  could  meet  with  in  his  own  coun- 
try. The  hufband  of  this  Cyprean  votary  was  in 
his  6oth  year,  and  had  been  induced,  by  real  Icve, 
to  tie  the  hymeneal  knot :  but  the  conduce  of  his 
dulcinea  converted  his  pafTion  into  the  oppofite 
one  of  hatred ;  and,  in  order  to  marr  her  plea- 
fures,  and  revenge  himfelf,  he  offered  looo  louis 
d'ors  as  a  reward  to  any  one  who  would  find  the 
means  of  bringing  her  home. 

The  amorous  pair  were  at  this  time  at  Bilboa, 
and  the  captain  of  a  veffel  trading  to  Bourdeaux, 
knowing  that  Chabot  had  diflipated  the  loan  his 
miflrefs  had  procured  him,  propofed  to  him  to  de- 
liver her  up  as  a  mean  of  recruiting  his  finances. 
Chabot  approved  of  the  fcheme ;  and  having 
previoufly  written  to  France,  it  was  agreed  be- 
tween him  and  the  Captain,  that  on  the  eve  of  the 
departure  of  the  veffel,  he  fhould  bring  his  frail 
fair  on  baard,  under  pretence  ef  dining  there,  and 
then  abandon  her.  The  cruel  Chabot  was  punc- 
tual to  his  appointment;  but  lo,  during  dinner, 
the  veffel  was  fet  afloat,  and  Monfiear  Chabot 
found  himfelf  outwitted  by  the  Captain.  On  their 
arrival  at  Bourdeaux,  Madame  Droits  v/as  fent  to 
ruminate  on  her  follies  in  the  gloom  of  a  monaf- 
try ;  Monfieur  Chabot  was  lodged  in  a  ^'prlfon, 
and  the  Captain  put  the  looo  louis  d'ors  in  hi? 
pocket.     A  Capuchin  friar  who  attended  the  pri- 
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fon,  in  which  Chabot  was  confined,  endeavourei 
to  footh  his  Diind.  and  draw  it  to  a  fenfe  of  reli- 
gion The  finner,  weary  of  his  prifon,  promifed, 
in  cafe  he  was  releafed,  to  take  holy  orders  in  the 
Convent  of  his  comforter.  The  difciple  of  St. 
Francis  having  exerted  himfelf  with  fuccefs,  Cha- 
bot was  enlarged,  and  entering  into  the  humble 
cell  of  religion,  he  pafled  his  term  of  probation^ 
and  became  a  religion?  of  the  order  of  St.  Francis. 
He  now  appeared  as  a  capuchin  until  the  year 
1788,  when,  throwing  afide  the  coarfe  habit  of  re- 
ligioHj  he  aflumed  the  paraphernalia  of  a  foldier, 
and  was  appointed  to  the  command  of  a  company 
of  National  Guards.  He  had  no  opportunity  of 
ih'ning  in  his  military  capacity,  for  his  good  friend 
the  Abbe  Gregoire  being  appointed  conftitutional 
bilhop  of  Blois,  our  Proteus  re-aiTumed  the  eccle- 
liallical  drefs,  and  a6ted  as  chaplain  to  the  vene* 
rable  prelate.  That  great  patriot  (the  Abbe  Gre- 
goire) at  the  clofe  of  the  Conftituent  Affembly, 
•wifhing  to  continue  to  his  country  the  benefit  of 
his  talents  and  inflrudions,  had  his  worthy  chap- 
lain eleded  into  the  fecond  National  Affembly, 
who  became  the  organ  of  his  niild  and  peaceable 
doctrines. 

The  abilities  of  this  late  minifter  of  religion, 
were  very  ferviceably  employed  in  the  eftablilh- 
ment  of  the  Jacobin  monarchy.  On  the  9th  of 
Auguft,  he  went  from  fe<^ion  to  fedion,  exciting 
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the  people  to  tumultuous  afTemblles ;  and,  in  the 
dead  of  night,  caufmg  the  alarum  bell  to  be  rung, 
it  was  he  who  tolled  the  knell  of  royahy.  Qua- 
lified for  fulfilling  the  duties  nf  fuch  an  important 
ftation,  he  has  fincc  been  elected  a  member  of  the 
National  Conventi-jn.  v/here  his  abilities  have 
been  difplayed,  and  his  talents  employed,  In  fap- 
porting  meafures,  which,  when  contralted  with 
his  former  condud,  can  reflett  no  difgrace  on  their 
abettor,  and  which  are  as  ul'eful  to  his  country, 
and  to  mankind  in  ,tfeneral,  as  they  are  in  theirna- 
ture  jufl  and  honourable, 
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DUMOURIER, 
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If  the  Cabinet  of  Verfailles  has  been  juftly  re- 
proached for  its  conftant  and  mifchievous  inter- 
ference in  the  politics  of  all  other  courts,  its  fapc- 
rior  talents  for  intrigue  have  been  univerfally  ac- 
knowledged. Independently  of  the  reprefentatives 
of  the  fovereign,  great  fams  *  were  laviflied  for  the 
maintenance  of  pcrfons  of  abilities  and  infmuating 
addrefs,  who  were  denominated  clairvoyants,  Xm 
the  latter  clafs  Monf.  Dumourier  belonged  ;  and, 
as  the  term  fpy,  is  bellowed  on  political  agents 
without  any  public  or  acknowledged  charader^ 
however  odious  or  -mpolite  it  may  found,  in  the 
ears  of  the  French  warrior,  hiftorical  veracity  ob- 
liges 

*  I  am  always  ready  to  admit  the  abufes  exiting  in  courts, 
and  would  as  readily  concur  to  remedy  them.  Eut  it  will  be 
of  little  avail,  if,  faved  from  the  fury  of  the  lion,  we  become 
a  prey  to  the  wolf  in  fheep's  cloathing  :  the  fame  principle, 
therefore,  by  which  I  condemn  the  fquandering  of  the  public 
treafure  in  the  fupport  of  fpies,  forces  me  to  condemn  even 
more  highly  that  faftion,  which,  feizing  upon  private  pro- 
perty, has  drained  its  country  of  much  money  to  fupport, 
throughout  all  Europe,  the  agents  of  anarchy  and  rebellion. 
The  fame  principle  which  leads  me  to  oppofe  the  encroach- 
ments of  power,  calls  on  me  to  endeavour  to  repel  tlie  rude 
attacks  of  feditious  and  turbulent  men.  I  hope  never  to  be 
feduced  by  the  glaring  eloquence  of  a  minifter,  nor  to  be  mif- 
led  by  the  falfe  logic  and  intemperate  falUes  ef  a  fclf-intereS- 
fd  demagogue. 
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xigfes  me  to  apply  it  to  him.  He  has  been  em- 
ployed in  that  capacity  in  the  feveral  Gourts  of 
RulTia,  Poland,  Germany,  Holland,  and  England. 
Maurepas  was  the  miniiter  who  firfl  noticed  his 
talents  in  this  line,  and  who  brought  them  into 
adion. 

He  prefented  him  with  the  brevet  of  a  captain 
©f  infantry,  in  order  to  faciHtate  his  introduAion 
at  the  different  courts  it  might  be  neceffary  to  fend 
him  to.      The  firlt  important  bufuiefs  the  captain 
was  employed  in,  was  the   revolt  of  Pugatfcheff 
againft  the  Emprefs  of  Ruflia.  He  was  very  adive 
in  fomenting  this  revolution,  and  encouraging  with 
flattering  promifes  its  chief;  but  upon  the  conclu- 
fion  of  the  war  with  the  Turks,  when  PugatfchefF 
could  no  longer  be  of  fervice  to  the  intereft   of 
France,  he  was  abandoned  to  his  fate.     At  the  be- 
ginning of  the  reign  of  the  prefent  King  of  Po- 
land, and  during  the  arrangement  of  the  partition 
treaty,  Monfieur  Dumourier  was  allotted  a  confi- 
derable  part,  and  promoted  with  ability  the  views 
of  his  court.     la  Poland  he  aifumed  various  cha- 
racters, and  appeared  in  the  different  (hapes  of  an 
abbe,  a  friar,  and  a  pilgrim.      During  the  peace- 
able years  of  1777  aud  of  1778,  our  fpy  refided  in 
different  courts  of   Germany  ;  and  left  his  talents 
ihculd  grow  blunt  by  inactivity,  he  kept  a  watch- 
ful eye  on  the  perfons  employed  by  his  court,  ma- 
ny of  whom  we;t   'iigraced  by  ihe  reports  he  made 
to  .he  miniiter  of  their  miiconduct  and  inatten- 
tion. 

We 
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We  remember,  though  without  any  fentiments 
cf  animofity  or  revenge,  that  in  the  year  1780, 
when  England  was  finking  under  the  preffure  of 
many  calamities,  when  flruggling  abroad  with 
combhied  nations,  and  dilirelTed  at  home  by  a 
violent  fadion  and  a  weak  unfortunate  adminiftra- 
tion  ;  in  that  unhappy  time,  many  French  emiffaries 
•?rere  employed  in  the  capital  to  work  the  comple- 
tion of  our  luh  .,  by  means  of  intrigue  and  the  dif- 
trjbution  of  money.  Monfieiir  Dumourier  was 
that  year  in  London,  under  the  name  of  L*Abb 
Saint  Fois,  and  gave  himfelf  out  to  be  a  perfecuted 
clergym;\n,  exMed  h?s  home  tor  having  publiflicd  a 
bo^-k  intitled,  Lafolie  de  la  France  d'^aJTiJier  des 
Rebelles.  1  cannot  tell  what  were  his  views,  but 
certpiniy  the  cloth  he  then  wore  creates  fufpicions 
As  fcencs  of  confufion  and  broils  feem  always  to 
have  attracled  him,  w^  fmd  him  in  the  years  1785,- 
1786,  and  1787,  in  Holland,  bufy  in  fov/ing  the 
ibeds  of  difTention,  and  adding  fuel  to  rebellion. 
He  was  the  confidential  counlellor  to  the  Ryhn- 
grave  of  Salm,  commander  in  chief  of  the  patriot 
iorces ;  and  it  was,  v/e  may  fuppofe^  from  that 
renowned  general,  that  he  has  imbibed  his  mihtary 
knowledge. 

It  is  a  facl  worthy  of  remark^  that  Monfieur 
Dumourier  was  in  Amflerdam  on  the  lith  of 
October  1787,  when  the  duke  of  Brunfwick  en- 
tered that  town  ;  who  having  given  orders  to  have 
him  arrefled,  he  was  then  very  nigh  becoming  the 
duke's  prifoner.     At  the  termination  of  the  dif- 

fenfions 
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fenfions  in  Holland,  to  reward  him  for  his  labour, 
and  to  afford  him  a  place  of  retirement,  Monfieur 
Dumourier  was  named  by  the  minifter,  Major  de 
Place ^  at  Cherbourg.  This  employment  was  the 
height  he  arrived  to  in  his  military  career.  His 
turbulent  mind  could  not  long  lie  dormant ;  and, 
in  the  very  commencement  of  the  Revolution  in 
his  own  country,  it  found  full  fcope  for  his  exer- 
tions ;  on  the  firfl:  inflitution  of  the  fociety  of  Ja- 
cobins at  Paris,  they  fent  miffioners  into  all  the 
towns  through  France,  to  form  fimilar  eflablifh- 
ments,  which  were  to  correfpond  with  the  Com- 
mittee at  Paris,  and  to  co-operate  with  it,  in 
the  execution  of  their  great  defigns.  Monfieur 
Dumourier  became  the  founder  of  the  club  at 
Cherbourg ;  and  to  recompenfe  his  zeal,  the  Ja- 
cobin intereft  had  him  named  a  Marechal  de  Camp. 
When  the  intrigues  and  clamours  of  the  Jacobins 
threw  all  France  into  confufion,  by  a  daily  change 
of  minifters,  when  in  the  month  of  laft  March  the 
National  AlTembly  fent  Monfieur  de  Leffarts  to  the 
prifon  at  Orleans ;  the  unfortunate  King,  actuated 
by  a  wi{h  of  reftoring  tranquillity  to  his  diftraded 
country,  fejeded  his  minifters  from  the  Jacobin 
den,  and  Monfieur  Dumourier  was  appointed  mi- 
nifter for  the  foreign  department. 

By  ths  advice  of  this  council,  Lewis  declared 
war  againft  his  nephew  the  prefent  Emperor  of 
Germany.  I  fhall  not  pretend  to  difcufs  the  juftice 
or  injuftice,  the  policy  or  impolicy  of  this  w-ar; 
but  my  reader  will  permit  me  one  remark,  which 
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will,  1  hope,  be  found  confonant  to  truth  and  rea- 
fon.  At  the  moment  Lewis  announced  to  the 
Nacional  AfTembly  his  intention  to  declare  war  a- 
gainfl  the  King  of  Hungary,  this  declaration  was 
received  with  re-echoed  japplaufe,  and  Lewis 
was  greeted  with  the  title  of  King  of  the  People. 
When  the  nation  v/as  plunged  in  the  war  itfelf  fo- 
licited,  when  blood  was  fpilt,  then  the  Jacobin 
fadion  became  clamorous  with  rebellion,  and 
branded  the  unfortunate  monarch  as  a  traitor  and 
rebel.  Monfieur  Dumourier,  the  advifer  and  infti- 
gator  of  this  war,  is  crowned  with  civic  honours, 
and  raifed  to  the  chief  command.  His  fovereign 
is  loaded  with  chains,  and  this  war  forms  one  of 
the  articles  of  aecufation  againft  this  unfortunate 
monarch. 

A  difpute  betwixt  our  hero  and  fome  of  his  aff 
fociates,  who  might  imagine  themfelves  deprived 
of  a  due  (hare  of  the  fpoils,  has  lately  arifen  ;  and  it 
remains  to  be  the  fubjedl  of  difcuiHon  in  the  vir- 
tuous Senate  of  France,  whether  her  renowned 
commander  (hall  be  permitted  to  dilapidate  the 
public  treafures,  and  to  plunder  his  fellow  citizens, 
in  the  character  of  a  contra6lor  for  the  army,  at 
the  fame  time  that  he,  and  the  other  victorious 
generals  of  the  Republic,  are,  under  the  polluted 
banners  of  Liberty,  carrying  the  horrors,  which 
would  attend  an  irruption  of  Barbaiians,  intothofe 
unfortunate  countries,  where  injuftice,  lawlefs  vio- 
lence^ and  exulting  vice  are  made  to  reign  tri- 
umphant ? 

MER' 


MERLIN. 


Though  laft  not  leaft. 

■T  lAR  not,  gentle  Merlin,  that  any  Ignoble  fenti- 
ment  fhall  induce  me  to  hide  your  merits  from  the 
world ;  fear  not,  that  I  fhall  permit  your  civic 
actions  to  be  buried  in  oblivion.  Seated  in  that 
illuftrious  fenate,  whofe  fame  fhall  be  celebrated  in 
ages  yet  to  come  j  the  patriotic  accufer  of  his  fa- 
ther, has  a  title  to  our  peculiar  veneration  ;  and 
his  motion  for  the  imprifonment  and  immediate 
trial  of  his  Sovereign,  ranks  him  high  among 

*'  The  choice  and  mafter  fpirits  of  this  age." 

Monf.  Merlin,  was  born  at  ThionviUe ;  and  be- 
ing deftined  for  an  ecclefiaftic,  he  aflumed  and 
wore  for  fome  time,  the  drefs  of  an  Abbe'.  But 
his  difpofitions  were  very  oppofite  to  thofe  necef- 
fary  for  a  clerical  (late,  and  fome  youthful  frolics 
having  expofed  him  to  the  danger  of  being  fent  to 
a  houfe  of  correction,  he  made  a  precipitate  re- 
treat from  his  father's  manfion  j  and  fled  to  Paris. 
Deflitute  of  money  and  refources,  he  was  reduced 
tomifery;  and  to  fupport  himfelf,  he  entered  in  the 
capacity  of  an  under  ufher  into  a  fchool  in  the 
Fauxbourg  of  St.  Antoine.  He  paffed  three  year* 
in  obfcure  drudgery,  but  becoming  weary  of  his 
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fituatlon,  he  endeavoured  to  work  upon  the  good" 
nefs  of  his  father,  and  folicited  his  permillion  to 
return  to  Thionvilie.  The  indulgent  parent  re- 
ceived his  prodigal,  and  propofed  to  eftablifh  him, 
by  marrying  him  to  the  only  child  of  a  vveahhy 
citizen.  Young  Merhn  confented ;  but  the  charms 
of  the  young  lady's  perfon  not  having  the  fame  in- 
fluence upen  his  heart  as  thofe  of  her  portion,  he 
wilhed  to  enjoy  the  one  free  from  all  incumbrance, 
and  on  the  eve  of  the  day  appointed  for  the  wed- 
ding, he  difappeared  with  his  bride's  dower,  leaving 
the  forlorn  maiden  to  weep  over  his  treachery,  and 
his  father  to  refund  30,000  livres.  He  now  made 
his  appearance  at  the  German  Spa;  and,  flulhed 
with  cafli,  was  a  welcome  vifitor  to  the  dealers  of 
Faro.  He  had  lately  deceived  a  fair  virgin];  and 
Fortune,  to  revenge  infulted  Hymen,  completely 
jilted  him  in  his  courtfhip  to  her.  In  a  few  weeks 
hll  his  louis  d'ors  funk  in  the  vortex  of  Faro.  He 
was  lodged  at  Spa.  at  the  hotel  dii  Loup,  known 
to  many  of  my  countrymen,  for  the  goodnefs  of 
its  cook,  the  civility  of  its  hoftefs,  and  the  charms 
of  her  fair  daughters.  The  chamber  next  to  his, 
was  inhabited  by  a  Dutch  lady,  Madame  la  Ba- 
ronne  de  Van  der  Berg;  and  Monf.  Merlin 
thought  that  Dutch  ducats  might  prove  very  good 
fubftitutes  for  French  livres.  One  morning,  there- 
fore, when  the  Baronnefs  had  gone  to  dine  at 
Chaude  Fontaine,  about  twenty  miles  from  Spa, 
he  broke  open  the  door  of  her  apartment,  and  paid 
a  vifit  to  her  (trong  box,  which  was  not  fo  well 
7  furnilhed 
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furnlfhed  as  he  expecled.  Sixty  pitiful  louis  d''or3 
were  all  the  contents ;  he,  however,  had  too 
much  humility  to  defpife,  and  pocketing  his  dif- 
appointment,  he  borrowed  a  horfe  in  order  to  take 
a  fhort  ride  j  but,  changing  his  mind,  he  extended 
it  to  France. 

He  firfl:  went  to  Nancy,  where  not  meeting  with 
the  owner  ot  the  horfe,  he  fold  it  ;  his  (lay  at  Nan- 
cy was  but  fliort,  and  he  paid  a  fecond  vifit  to  the 
great  and  gay  capital.  His  flender  finances  were 
foon  exhausted  by  riot  and  diffipation ;  and,  reduc- 
ed once  more  into  the  abyfs  of  want,  he  looked 
with  a  longing  eye  to  the  peaceable  dwelling  of 
his  father.  The  feelings  of  the  parent  were 
awakened  by  the  tears  of  diftrefs ;  and  he  reftored 
his  atfedion  to  young  Merlin,  on  condi'Jjn  of  his 
cfpoufmg  the  lady  he  had  before  propofed  for  hmi, 
who  having  the  good  nature  to  forgive  his  former 
conduct,  the  nuptials  were  immediately  celebrated. 
He  palTed  fome  years  without  atfording  to  the  bi- 
ographer any  aft  of  notoriety  ;  nor  did  he  appear 
on  the  political  ftage  until  the  fecond  National 
Aflembly,  to  which  he  was  returned  a  member. 
The  Jacobin  club  difcovered  his  merits,  and  plac- 
ed him  among  the  deci ;  and  he  has  worked  with 
zeal  and  affiduity  to  promote  their  fchemes.  It 
would  require  the  eloquence  of  a  Gibbon,  to  ren- 
der juftice  to  his  patriotifm ;  I  ought  to  borrow  the 
animated  pen  of  a  Robertfon,  to  record  the  heroic 
virtue  which  he  difplayed  in  November  1791, 
when,  deaf  to  everv  feeling  but  that  of  patriotifm, 
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he  denounced,  as  a  feullant,  his  aged  parent,  whofe 
indulgence  and  mercy  he  had  fo  often  experienced, 
and  made  a  motion  for  his  accufation.  The  Na- 
tional Affembly,  liftening,  we  fuppofe,  to  vulgar 
prejudices,  refufed  to  pafs  the  decree  ;  but  the  Ja- 
cobins fmgled  out  this  pious  fon,  as  a  perfon  the 
befi:  qualified  to  open  the  bloody  bufinefs  they 
wilhed  to  execute.  He  acquitted  himfelf  of  his 
talk  with  ability,  and  even  though  in  his  attempt 
on  his  fovereign's  life,  he  fliould  not  meet  with 
more  fuccefs  than  he  experienced  in  the  one  on  his 
father's  ;  we  do  juftice  to  his  intention,  and  in  the 
lifts  of  parricides  and  regicides,  Merlin's  name 
fiiall  be  enrolled  with  diftinguilhed  honour. 

Semper  bonds,  nomenqiie  tuiiniy  laudefque  manc^ 

bunt* 


CON^ 


CONCLUSION. 


J^  T  is  not  from  want  of  time  or  materials,  or  from 
indolence  of  temper,  that  I  have  reduced  the  hif- 
torical  (ketches  of  the  men  of  this  day  in  France 
to  their  twelve  apoftles  ;  I  thought  that  men  fo 
glorioufly  diftinguilhed,  merited  the  honour  of  be- 
ing reprefented  in  one  frame.  The  lives  of  all 
the  faints  and  miffionaries  of  the  new  church  would 
fill  volumes,  and  it  would  require  the  aflonifhing 
induflry  and  uncommon  talents  of  a  late  biograph- 
er, to  execute  with  juftice  fo  heavy  a  talk.  But 
in  the  virtues  of  many  of  its  difciples,  I  fhall  find 
themes  to  excite  the  edification  of  my  countrymen; 
the  chaftlty  of  a  Manuel,  the  piety  of  the  holy  bi- 
fhop  of  Calvados,  the  faith  of  a  Le  Brun,  the  ci- 
vil and  military  qualities  of  a  Sanfterre,  a  le  Page, 
a  Biron,  a  Kellerman,  &c.  &c.  &c.  afford  objcds 
of  panegyric  to  cheer  the  gloom  of  winter.  In  my 
peaceable  cell  I  will  pafs  my  morning  and  my 
evening  hours  in  meditating  on  their  virtues,  and 
in  finging  their  praifes. 


Many, 
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Many,  no  doubt,  will  confider  as  an  effe£l  of 
prefiimption,  the  attempt  I  have  made  to  celebrate 
the  great  men,  whofe  hiflories  I  have  juft  written; 
but  though  they  certainly  merit  the  talents  of  a 
more  able  and  experienced  biographer,  I  have  the 
advantage  to  have  had  opportunities  of  becoming 
acquainted  with  their  merits,  which  others  better 
quaUfied  for  the  talk  than  I  am,  do  not  polTefs. — 
I  fhall  difarm  the  feverity  of  criticifm,  when  1  rea- 
dily admit,  that  I  have  not  rendered  full  juftice  to 
the  chara6ters  I  have  drawn  ;  when  1  reflect  on 
the  eminent  virtues  and  fuperior  qualities  of  thefe 
apoftles,  my  vanity  will  not  be  mortified,  if  the 
execution  is  not  found  adequate  to  the  materials  ; 
and  at  the  bottom  of  my  work,  1  myfelf  will  write 
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